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odel Horse Showing

Showing
Showing your models is 
the competitive nature of 
the model horse hobby. 
Not everyone wants to 
compete, but it’s a lot of fun 
and a good way to meet like 
minded people.

Model horse shows are 
judged on realism and 
how close they are to the 

real thing, especially in breed and colour classes. The models are 
expected to be a realistic representation of the classes they are 
entered.

There are two types of shows – live or photo shows. Photo shows 
are judged from photos, and so model flaws can be hidden. There 
is an artistic quality to it, too, as the photographer has a chance to 
experiment with the angle and scenery, all of which should add to 
the final picture but not detract. The scenery shouldn’t be the first 
thing the judge sees!

Then there are live shows, where the models are judged in person. 
Flaws are harder to hide, realism is paramount, and a horse which 
doesn’t represent its breed will not place well against one which 
does. Lives also tend to have more prizes, and here in NZ our shows 
are qualifiers for the Down Under Nationals which are held in 
Australia every two years. 

Performance
Performance showing happens in both live showing and photo 
showing. It is a lot of fun, dolls are not compulsory and making 
props & tack is yet another way to get creative in the model  
horse hobby!

Performance involves setting a model up in a pose they would be 
seen to doing in real life competition. For example, for a dressage 
class your horse might be already in a trotting stance. You’d put 
on a dressage saddle, a matching bridle, a doll in dressage attire 
(optional), and have the horse trotting next to the marker “E” in a 
dressage arena. You would need a small card declaring the horse is 
“finishing a 20m circle at E”. This is a very basic example, there are 
many other movements and it depends on what pose your model 
is in as well. Jumping classes can also be very exciting with all the 
different jumps and poses you can achieve! And, of course, western 
classes too!

Halter
Halter classes are judging just the model. These are breed, 
colour and workmanship classes. They are usually broken down 
into Original Finish (how they came from the factory) or Custom 
(customised in some way). They are judged on how well the model 
represents the class it is entered. For example, a Thoroughbred in a 
sporthorse class must look athletic and like a Thoroughbred type. A 
pony in a native pony class should be shaggy and stout, round, and 
look very much like the breed it has been assigned.
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Take a closer look at...

M
odel Horse Collecting...

You don’t have to collect lots, or the most expensive, or even 
known brands, to be a collector. You don’t have to show, paint, 
or sculpt. It’s a matter of choosing a model you appreciate and 
keeping it on display for the sheer enjoyment of it. Even if it’s 
only one, you can call yourself a model horse collector!

Brands
Some people choose to collect certain 
brands of Model horses over others, 
or to collect breeds, types, disciplines, 
colours, there are so many different 
reasons people collect what they 
do! Some of the brans you’ll see are 
Schleich, Safari, Collecta, Breyer and 
Peter Stone. China horses, too, such as 
Beswick, are popular to collect. They 
create what is known as “original finish” 
models, which is models that come 
straight from the factory as that colour. 
Some companies also do limited run 
models on occasions, to add to the 
variety of what is available.

Artist Resins
As well as the Original Finish models, 
there are also Artist Resins on the market. 
These are models sculpted by an artist 
and then the artist has chosen to have 
the model cast as a resin. These runs can 
vary from 25-300, but normally sit around 
the 50-100 limited runs. These models 
are usually purchased blank direct from 
the artist or caster, and then as the 
new owner you can either paint them 
yourself or send them to another artist 
as a commission piece for painting. This 
makes these, when finished, stunning 
works of art and very limited with no two 
the same. 

 
One of the many aspects of the model horse hobby is painting 
or customising a model. It is a bit of work, but a lot of fun. If 
doing it yourself isn’t what you’re interested in, you can always 
get another artist to do a commission piece for you.

There are a lot of different mediums you can use to paint a 
model, and many different techniques. This is just a few!

Pastels
Ground pastel dust may sound like an 
unlikely medium, but when you layer it 
upon layer of different shades you can 
achieve a very smooth, deep, shaded 
effect with a lot of different shades. It can 
bring the model to life. This technique 
involves many different layers, and 
because of this you have to use a lot of fixative spray (Testors 
Dullcote is one of the best for this). You also need to prep the model 
very well as the pastels are very unforgiving with any mistakes in 
the prepping. Pastels are also excellent to use over a base of oils, 
acrylics, or airbrush, to achieve some rich dapples.

Oils
Oils are excellent on models for 
achieving deep smooth colour. Oils are 
a difficult medium to work in, though, 
as they stain and are not water soluble. 
You can purchase water mixable oils 
which make it a bit easier, but they still 
take a long time to dry which can open 

up other problems such as dust sticking to the paint. If you plan to 
use oils make sure you have a dust free place to let the model stand 
and cure!

Acrylic
Acrylic is a very easy, accessible, medium which is safe to use and 
fast to dry. It is often used just for finishing touches, on the hooves 
or eyes, etc, but many artists do use it for the whole model. It’s 
important, to avoid brush strokes, to use the acrylics in
thin layers and be careful how you apply it as it dries so fast you’ll 
miss blending the colours if you don’t.

Rescultping – rehairing
If painting the model isn’t creative 
enough for you, there are plenty other 
ways to customise. Your imagination is 
literally your only limitation. Resculpting 
is a fun way to get the exact model 
you want. As most models are made 
from some form of plastic they are easy 

enough to do simple leg bending by heating with a heat gun, or 
even a hair dryer! Then you can bend the leg and let it set how 
you want. To get really into it you can go a step further and take a 
hack saw to the model, and using epoxy sculpting resin, sculpt in 
muscles, braids, whole new tails. There are no limitations!

To keep in contact with the model horse hobby here in NZ, please visit http://modelhorsenz.50webs.com


